to, The Governor and Deputy Governor; 
The. Hoi, The Mayor, The. nice, 
And to every other Member of the Corporation of the Poor of the City 


and County of Exon. 
S IR 8, | „ „ Exkret, Des. 14, 1781. 
Was influenced by Duty to begin, and now much diſpoſed to continue, the Work: —in return for the Honour 
of your very polite and public Acknowledgement of the Services I have been able to render to you, and to the reſt 
of my Fellow-Citizens z and in hope of attaining to the Proportion of- Acquirement, you ſhould with from me 
reſpecting the Corporative Buſineſs, „ | WE „„ | Fg. 
The late Productions have been much favoured by the Evidence of Faith on the Report and Actions of others; 
which, might have had the viſible Teſtimony of real Exiſtence, If the SUMMARY oF AccomPrTs, had been begun in 
April and not left to December following. A Period when the Articles, enumerated in the [nvertory, could have had 
perſonal Examination.—A Fact that might have proved u more; yet that, (it muſt be owned,) would have more 
Armly, authenticated the fame. CR ; | 5 | 55 
There ought,—(in my humble Opinion, ) for the SATISFACTION of thoſe, who muſt contribute a Share to ſuch a 
vaft Annual Expence :—That ſome Perſon, efficially and candidly, do, undertake the laborious Taſk of minutely inveſ- 
tigating every Cauſe of Controverſy and every Species of cognizable Conduct, in the Workhouſe ;—from the Houle- 
kecper,—through the Manufactory, —to the Meaneſt therein: In order to diſcover and declare; Whether the 
Woollen Manutactory is the (alngſt) only Employment for the Poor :—And Whether the Expences of maintaining 
the Poor therein, is more or leſs, for the Intereſt general, than to maintain them out ;—And according to the Reſult 
from the Minute Enquiry, to fix a future Government thereon : And I beg Leave to Obſerve, that, A general State 
of NEAT-PRODUCE, from the Workhouſe ;—without aſcertaining Numbers :—And the ſpecihe Expences on theſe 
Numbers, —1is—inadequate to what—may be expected. —Hence alſo may be abduced—( particularly) how; And 
for what beneficial Services: The Houſekeeper has been, and is to be intitled to ſo conſiderable a Reward as the ? by 
Labour, Profit &.—— If, on, and after, a Candid Scrutiny general and particular; not omitting a due Attention 
of Sympathy; and of proper Treatment to the Poor :— There Appear Teſtimony in his favour, (Which is now 
believed,) His Character will be eſtabliſhed in Purity, like the fine Gold, after the Procels of Refinement; — But 
this is a Taſk,—Sirs—without the Limits—or—Pra#icability of a TREASURER,—with the other Appendages of Office. 
Such an DImpc/ition would be too grievous for any one,—who muſt neglect his own Concerns ;—moreover,—Incidents | 
many—Pro & Con—are not (at firſt) diſcernable in a Woollen Maanufactory; Unleſs by a Perſon trained in the 


” 


 Midfſt of Experience thereto. — To this Taſk—ſhould be added—If time and opportunity permit, —on All Occa- 
ſions, to enter into A Ledger;—a Record of Facts &c. likely to be uſeful in any future time. A compleat RENTAL 


by Admeaſurement and Maps :—Extracts of Leaſes ;—A Summary of BYE Laws now ſcattered in many Books to 


be for the ready And more eaſy diſpatch of Buſineſs by the Court or by the Committee at All times ;—Giving an In- 
dex to the Statutes ;—and to be aiding And Aſſiſting to reduce into Order ;—IFhatever, may contribute to the 
_ CEconomy of Time—and of Other Expences &c.—A Taſk, unleſs, Yoluntarily undertaken, as has been before 
remarked, —would be Grievous : But, without being further prolix, I herewith make a tender of my bet endea- 
vours (—Conditionally—) to diſcharge theſe duties And Services—And for Which, the Statute 9. & 10 Wm. 3. had 
(If I think right—) ſuch an Officer in future View: And of which, Page 3oth of the faid Statute being read, will 


; * . Wm .- ; 1 . S, : 
be very explanatory :—And Experience has taught how beneficial It mght have been. 


My reaſon, for this tender of Services, is,——That I am the Only Member of the Corporation trained to the 5 
Whole proceſs of the Woollen Manufactory,.—— That I have now no Family: — And I am now (willingly) at 


leiſure to commence January iſt, 1782, for a Year certain. — That I may ſtrive to compleat the "Taſk begun in 1774, 
further to arrange Accompts, and affit, as then, fo for the Year to come,—to bear the PROPORTION of Service as early 
as, could be, being from that time, a Member, a Gentleman Commoner, of the Univerſity of Oxford: I might not be 

ſummonable to this, or to any other ſecular Office. —And ſince the late Publication of Accompt :—That the ſame Premiſes 
(which, gave that Exiſtence, ) /hould be retained in Mind, to forward and promote the remaining Part of the Syſtem. 
And, Le#/?, The Corporative Body ſhould relapſe into the remiſs Conduct of paſſing the TREASURER's Accouprs 
on looſe Papers, hazarded to the Wind, or to Any Other fluctuating Influence : Leaving a New ' reafurer 
no Experience on Record of Diſburſements, nor of Revenues,—eaſy for Reference. VVV £ 

'T he firſt printed Accompt was from Mr. Wilmot; For in the Act of Parliament 31 Geo. 2, (1758) Treaſurers 
Accompts were ordered to be publiſhed and printed ;—but ignorantly penned—no penalty being annexed for the non- 
performance.—In 1774. a Statute directs a Penalty—but from 1697 to 1780, not one, of theſe Accompts, was entered 
| by the CoRPORATION—into any Volume for public Uſe or referencgcge. De 
The ConpiT1oN, whereon this arduous Taſk is offered, —is produced on the Idea of Chriſtian Equity: The 
Proportion of Service ;—and the legal Permiſſion of the Statutes to the Caſe in point ;—Members being only EL1G1BLE | 
to the Office of TREASURER, NOT poſitively in Rotation: for did the Statute limit in Rotation, — The Jusricks, 
heretofore, ELIGIBLE, could not have been excuſed on their having done—and to do a Proportion of—Duty, reſpecting 
the Body Corporate whereof they were and are Members :—Nor might you grant an Excuſe, were the Office abſolute. 

But herein, AN EXCHANGE of Office,—an exemption, is only aſked on a valuable conſideration ; For the Execution 
of What you may deem the rotative Office, has been freely offered me, Gratis :—but the Favour cannot be accepted; 

'—ON THE RESOLUTION of endeavouring more Eſſential Service to the Corporation to the Public, And to ſucceed- 

ing Treaſurers; by taking the Office of, COMPTROLLER oF AccoMPTs, as is intimated in the foreſaid zoth Page, —— 
Jo make the TREASURERSHIP ealy to be practiced on a REGULATED PLAN; which is New Wanting. —lf it were poſſible 
and becoming me to execute the I hole without Aſſiſtance, I would ;—for I had intended to take my Caution Money — 
Name, &c. &c. from the Univerſity—for the Time But Now the Ultimate is to be: If you, Gentlemen, think the 
_ Specimens of Service, Which, I have given, —with the Acquaintance you may have Obtained of my Unwearineſs on 

the Subjects and Concerns I Undertake :—as the ApjusrMEN T of the Accompts, of all the Charities, (Witneſſeth,) 
that another incorporated Society—(W, F, and S.) are Guardians of, trom the Year 1642, through a Series of 139 
Years, I fay,—lIf theſe are eyidences in favour of the future propoſed performances, to be deſited; — Vou'll be 
plcated legally to appoint me, COMPTROLLER OF ACCOMPTs, &c. as impowered by the before cited Statute, ꝙ and 10 
Im. 3. and alſo by 14 Geo. 3—(1774)—Page 57 :—Obliging yourſelves in the Penal Sum of Forty Pounds; that my Ser- 
| vices paſt and to come in the enſuing Year ; are and ſhall be deemed compenſate with and in Lieu of the Office of Trea | 
ſurer, &c. Now And Ever.—To this, I ſhould ſcorn a Claim, If I did not flatter myſelf of rendering double Service. 

However—l muſt not be overloaded. But, If, on the Contrary—you miſconceive my Propoſition I may Claim 
my Priviledge—or pay the fine :—If you can and will demand it: — Which will free me from the minuteſt Obligation. 
There remains, for the preſent only to add—That as the Houſekeeper cannot be deemed infallible, —conſequently the 
joint Aſſiſtance of Advice—2—to Services,—and towards the beſt and eaſieſt Method of Accompts :—mut be deſirable 
to him—and to every future Treaſurer, for the Satisfaction of themſelves and to All Others, to whom accountable : 
engage my Honour to uſe my Efforts for the Geod of the Whole :—And beg Leave to ſay, to the junior Members, 
that 1 have Hope of rendering to them, Services more than a Balance—to the CHANGE of Office. — Tho; the Trea- 
turer-ſhip be not ſtayed A Year, by Me, from devolving, towards them.—l have recommended to Mr. Brutton, A New 
Inventory to he taken at the Expiration of the Year 1781.—for without which, —The Certainty cannot be demonſtrated 
in the Next Treaſurer's Accompt to be exhibited :—But as to All Other public Concerns, I purpoſe to be inactive, 
Until I learn your Determination, ln the mean-while you'll be pleaſed to read (alſo) the Bottom Part of Page 15th, 
In the Act of Wm. 3. which gives“ Power and Authority—from Time to Time—to make and Appoint a Common Seal | 
TE —or 8eals and to make and ordain—Bye Laws—Rules—and Ordinances for the, BETTER, governing of the Cor- 

_ ** poration; And the Poor of the ſaid City.“ &c. Seeing, The Office of Treaſurer is only EL1GIBLE, And the Offer 
herewith made—being for the, BETTER, governing &c. Ihe juſt Deciſion muſt be plain and caſy to you. HY. 
9 | . I am, Your Very Humble Servant 1 | | 


WA. HOLMES. 


P. 8. If the wanted Regulation be not made—by ESPECLAL Apprintment— 
= t muſt remain—CSCERTAIN=45 in Times pa. 


